
Reconnecting European streams 
by removing obsolete barriers 

Bratislava, October 8 2025
Konvalinka dam removal, CZ, Arnika



Introduction

How it started and what is the 
magnitude of the problem? 

Barriers can and are being 
removed  

Examples of barrier removals from 
around Europe

Rockramp in Dudince, SK
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National, regional inventories + 
citizen science data collection. 

AmberBarrier  Atlas = 630,000 unique 
entries, of that 156,000 obsolete 
barriers

Expert estimate = 1,2mio barriers  



Cjevna river, Montenegro (Ecoteam)

Ongoing field research across 
Europe 

improving barrier inventories in 
river basins  
(NRL & free-flowing river 
definition, ORP funded projects, 
LIFE projects)

Existing inventories are missing 
significant % of actual barriers in 
rivers!

Weir on Jasenica stream, Hronska Breznica, SK



Cjevna river, Montenegro (Ecoteam)
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Asimochori fragma_Electrofishing_July 2023_@A. Pappa
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@Simon Rawles
Agia Paraskuei multiculvert @Foivos Mouchlianitis
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https://damremoval.eu/references/ 
https://damremoval.eu/case-studies/ 

https://damremoval.eu/references/
https://damremoval.eu/case-studies/
https://damremoval.eu/case-studies/
https://damremoval.eu/case-studies/


Building resilience in changing 
climate

Dams Are NOT Forever, Neza Posnjak, WWF Netherlands 11

WWF Adria


