Reconnecting European streams
by removing obsolete barriers

Bratislava, October 8 2025




Introduction

How it started and what is the
magnitude of the problem?

Barriers can and are being
removed

Examples of barrier removals from
around Europe

Rockramp in Dudince, SK
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Fragmentation of European rivers N7

It is not only large operational hydropower and water storage dams, but also other
hydrotechnical infrastructure like weirs, culverts, dams, sluices, fords, ramps,
other (eg. melioration systems).

National, regional inventories +
citizen science data collection.

AmberBarrier Atlas = 630,000 unique
entries, of that 156,000 obsolete
barriers

Expert estimate = 1,2mio barriers
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Ongoing field research across
Europe

Improving barrier inventories in
river basins

(NRL & fredlowing river
definition, ORP funded projects,
LIFE projects)

EXxisting inventories are missing
significant % of actual barriers in
rivers!




Common misconceptions

All barriers have a function; Infrastructure is safe and

maintained;

All dams are flood control;

Removing a dam will dry up the river;

All fishways work and are win-win solution;

All dams can be refurbished with economically feasible
(mini)HPP; Sediment transport in rivers is just one hig
problem,...




Reasons to remove barriers in rivers?

1. Economic (loss of original purpose, maintenance
costs, loss of economic value)

2. Safety (aging dam structure, reservoir
sedimentation, failure, liahility,...)

3. Environment (habitat connectivity, restoration of
natural flow, fish passage requirement,...)




The Removals

Annually around 500 barriers are removed from
European rivers.
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Barriers removed per country (SEE region, total
numbers)
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